
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

Alexandra Palace and Park Panel 

 
 
THURSDAY, 22ND NOVEMBER, 2007 at 09:00 HRS – PALM COURT SUITE ROOM 5, 
ALEXANDRA PALACE, ALEXANDRA PALACE WAY, WOOD GREEN, LONDON N22. 
 
 
MEMBERS: Councillors Cooke (Chair), Egan (Vice-Chair) Hare, Oakes and  Peacock  

 
 
AGENDA 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE    
 
2. URGENT BUSINESS    
 
 The Chair will consider the admission of any late reports, related to item 4 below, 

which will be considered under that agenda item. 
 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
 
 A member with a personal interest in a matter who attends a meeting of the authority 

at which the matter is considered must disclose to that meeting the existence and 
nature of that interest at the commencement of that consideration, or when the 
interest becomes apparent.  
 
A member with a personal interest in a matter also has a prejudicial interest in that 
matter if the interest is one which a member of the public with knowledge of the 
relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the 
member's judgment of the public interest and if this interest affects their financial 
position or the financial position of a person or body as described in paragraph 8 of 
the Code of Conduct and/or if it relates to the determining of any approval, consent, 
licence, permission or registration in relation to them or any person or body described 
in paragraph 8 of the Code of Conduct. 
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4. APPOINTMENT OF A DIRECTOR TO THE BOARD OF ALEXANDRA PALACE 
TRADING COMPANY - REPORT OF THE TRUST SOLICITOR  (PAGES 1 - 20)  

 
Please note that under the Council’s Constitution – Part 4 Section B - para 17 no other 
business will be transacted at the meeting.  
 
Yuniea Semambo  
Head of Local Democracy & Member Services  
5th Floor 
River Park House  
225 High Road  
Wood Green  
London N22 8HQ 
 

Clifford Hart  
Non Executive Committees Manager  
Tel: 020-8489 2920  
Fax: 020-8489 2660 
E-mail:clifford.hart@haringey.gov.uk  
 
16 November 2007 

 
 
 



Alexandra Palace and Park Panel 22 NOVEMBER  2007     
 
         
Would Members of the Panel please note the following comments of the 
Director of Resources of the LB Haringey in respect of the report for 
consideration on 22 November 2007. 
 

Item 4 -Appointment of a director to the Board of Alexandra Palace 
Trading Limited  

 
The Director of Resources has no comments in respect of the 
contents of the report and the recommendations contained therein.
   

Agenda Item 4Page 1



Page 2

This page is intentionally left blank



Page 1  014086\00007\H3226905.DOC.1 

 

 

ALEXANDRA PALACE & PARK PANEL                              Agenda Item No 4 

 

22 NOVEMBER 2007 

 

REPORT OF HOWARD KENNEDY, THE TRUST'S SOLICITORS 

 

RESPONSIBLE PARTNER:     Iain Harris  Tel: 020 - 7546 8986 

 

REPORT TITLE: Appointment of Additional Director to Alexandra 

Palace Trading Limited. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISED BY: Iain Harris of Howard Kennedy of 19 

Cavendish Square, London W1A 2AW.  

Trust’s Solicitors. 

 

 

1. PURPOSE 

 

1.1 To report to the Board  

 

a) the advice of the Council’s Legal Service upon whether the “political rules” 

apply to Alexandra Palace Trading Limited (APTL) and 

 

b) seek a nomination and agreement of such nominee to act as director of 

APTL.   

  

 

2. SUMMARY 

 

2.1 The advice of the Council’s Legal Service is that the “political balance “rules do not apply 

to APTL, which advice the Board is invited to accept.   

 

2.2  The Board is asked to appoint a director to APTL. 
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

3.1 The Board accepts the advice of the Council’s Legal Service. 

 

3.2 The Board appoints a director to APTL 

 

 

 

4. LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) 

  ACT 1985 

 

4. The following papers were used in the preparation of this report:- 

 

  4.1 The General Manager’s Report at Agenda Item  9(ii) on 30 October 2007 

  4.2 The Minutes of the discussion on that item 

  4.3 The advice of the Council’s Legal Service. 

 

 

 

5. THE REPORT 

 

 

5.1 For convenience and ease of reference the General Manager’s report to the Board 

including the Memorandum and Articles of Association of APTL is annexed hereto.

  

5.2 Clause 7.2.1 of the Articles provides that of a maximum of eight directors up to four 

shall be trustees of the charity. 

 

5.3 There are presently three trustees who are serving directors, namely Clrs Egan, 

Peacock and Hare. Accordingly a fourth director is required to be appointed. 

 

5.4 Following  the debate on this item at the Board meeting on 30th October 2007 the 

charity trustees resolved at APB023 that:- 

 

1. consideration of the appointment of a further Board member to serve on the 

Board of Directors of Alexandra Palace Trading Ltd. be deferred pending 

clarification of whether the duty to allocate seats to political groups applied 

and 
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2. a meeting of the Alexandra Palace and Park Panel be convened as 

necessary to agree the appointment. 

 

 

5.5 Clarification of whether the duty to allocate seats to political groups has now been 

provided by the Council’s Legal Service in the form of an email containing the 

following advice which we set out in full:- 

 

5.5.1 “'John Suddaby and I (Terence Mitchison) have considered the 

position here and specifically whether the "political balance rules" in 

Sections. 15-17 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 apply 

to the appointment of Directors of the trading company (APTL). Our 

conclusion is that the political balance rules do not apply for the 

reasons set out below. 

 

5.5.2 Section 15 of the 1989 Act contains the basic rules and subsection 

15(7) says that Schedule 1 shall effect for determining the bodies to 

which the rules apply. 

 

5.5.3 Schedule 1 applies the rules to the ordinary and advisory 

committees/sub-committees of the Council and to a variety of bodies 

specified in paragraph 2 of the schedule. Most of the paragraph 2 

bodies are special local authority committees or joint committees e.g. 

statutory fisheries or pensions committees. 

 

5.5.4 The only possibly relevant body in the context of APTL is in paragraph 

2 (g) "a board or committee appointed by one or more relevant 

authorities in exercise of a power conferred by a local enactment 

being a board or committee seats on which are required to be filled by 

the appointment of members of that authority". The significant point 

here is that the appointment has to be specifically in exercise of a 

power under a local Act. Although certain aspects of the establishment 

of APTL may be authorised under the AP&P Acts, there is nothing 

specific in that local legislation about appointments of Directors of 

APTL (not surprisingly). 
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5.5.5 It is also likely that the expression "board or committee" is not 

appropriate to include a private company set up by a local authority. 

Elsewhere in the relevant parts of the 1989 Act these words are used  

 

 

 

to describe s.101 committees or joint committees. This point is not 

conclusive but in view of the conclusion reached in the paragraph 

above, we are confident that paragraph 2 (g) and, consequently the 

political balance rules,  do not apply to the appointment of Directors of 

APTL.' 

 

  
5.6 Board members as charity trustees are invited to accept this advice.  

 

5.7 If Board members accept this advice they are asked to appoint a director to APTL  
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